THANK YOU
Thatohotsi, Diepsloot
JAM UK

To all the dear children of Struthers Primary School
I am writing on behalf of the children whom you are sponsoring at Thathohatsi (Tar-toe-ha-t-sea)
Early Childhood Development Centre in Diepsloot, South Africa.
The 22 children at this school are aged four and below so are not really able to write their own
letters at this stage. When we visited them, though, they were very happy to draw some pictures for
you.
We so enjoyed hearing all about your school and the lovely things you have and do there. Sadly,
things are not the same for the children in Diepsloot. They live in very poor conditions; their homes
are mostly little shacks made of corrugated iron which are hot in our African summers, freezing
cold in our bitter winters and leak when it rains. There is seldom running water and the electricity
is not always properly connected. Many families have to huddle around fires for warmth. This is not
safe and the smoke is not good for their health.
There are not many trees in this area and very little lawn. Often the children have to play on the
dusty ground or in the streets where the surface is uneven.
JAM South Africa, the charity that assists Thathohatsi, gives children in these places a Red Bowl of
highly nutritious porridge each morning. This bowl contains most of the nutrients they need every
day so that they can learn and play.
JAM also tries to improve the schools that they attend because often they have very few toys and
very little stationery. Most centres have no computers and only some have playground equipment.
Thathohatsi has just one brick classroom for the children and a rough playground with a
jungle gym. Toilets are potties.
But, the room is bright and cheerful and the children at this centre are delightful and are full of
smiles. It is a wondrous thing. How is it possible that they have so little and yet so much love to
give?
I am sure it is because they know they have friends all the way in Scotland looking out for them.
Thank you for all that you are doing to support the little boys and girls at this school!
Kind regards,
Leizl Eykelhof
Communications Officer
JAM South Africa

