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Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Welcome back to a new year and another busy term at Struthers Primary School. January 
has been a long and busy term so far, with a lot of learning taking place!  

COVID 
I hope that families who continue to be affected by Covid are keeping well. Like most schools 
across the country, we continue to see high numbers of positive cases in school and EYC, both 
in staff and pupils. Despite the rise in numbers, we have managed to continue to keep all 
classes operational within school, and from our discussions with families, almost all cases are 
showing mild symptoms only.  
Here is a summary of the guidance as it stands currently:  

 If an adult within a house hold tests positive, the rest of the adults in the household 
don’t need to isolate so long as they stay away from the positive case, be symptom 
free, return negative lateral flow results daily and are fully vaccinated. Obviously, the 
vaccination rule doesn’t apply to children under 12.  

 Children within the household should return negative lateral flow results daily too, 
have no symptoms and isolate from the positive case. This will allow them to come to 
school.  

 Positive cases who return negative lateral flow results on day 6 and 7 of the isolation 
period, and who are symptom free can then come out of isolation.  

 The biggest issue for parents with younger children, is that it is often difficult to keep 
them isolated from siblings. If families cannot isolate siblings from a positive case, we 
ask that siblings remain at home for the isolation period.  

 We recommend children lateral flow test regularly prior to coming to school, and daily 
if a Stage 3 letter is issued.  

 Anyone with ANY symptoms of feeling unwell, regardless of a negative lateral flow 
should book a PCR test. There is no need to book a PCR test if you have a positive 
lateral flow test – just ensure you record the result on the NHS website.  

 
SCOTS FORTNIGHT 
For the first two weeks back at school this term we focussed on all things Scottish. Each class 
has been learning Scottish poems, songs and learning about Scottish culture and traditions. 
This is part of our curriculum and allows pupils the opportunity to explore our local heritage 
and practise public speaking through our annual poetry competition if they wish. On Friday, 
we were able to watch and listen to some very talented individuals representing Nursery 
through to Primary 7, who confidently said their poems online to the whole school and our 
judges. They were all outstanding and I’m so glad I didn’t have to judge! Huge congratulations 
to our winners: 
 
EYC – Noah Law (am), Noah Ritchie (pm) 
P1 – Blake Sclater 
P2 – Marley Wilson 
P3 – Thais Nelson 
P4 – Katie Devine 



P5 – Zara Whiteford 
P6 – Connor Tomley 
P7 – Michael Love 
 
Our overall winner for the whole school was Marley Wilson in P2. Well done Marley, what a 
fabulous achievement!  
 
BEHAVIOUR POLICY 
We are shortly going to be reviewing our school behaviour policy and will be looking for views 
from pupils, parents and staff. We currently use the approach ‘1,2,3 Magic’, however, we 
believe it is the right time to review our policy and align this with our nurture principles. We 
will be surveying parents and looking to form a focus group to support the creation of a new 
relationships policy. Mr Haniford will be leading this review and will be in touch shortly – 
watch this space!  
 
SEESAW 
During the period of school closure, our online platform, Seesaw, was invaluable in allowing 
open communication between teachers, pupils and their families. Now we are back in school 
learning, Seesaw allows teachers to post homework, set home learning for pupils in isolation 
and communicate important information regarding school events. I would ask our families to 
please be considerate when sending messages to teachers via Seesaw. Teachers are not 
expected to respond to messages out with normal working hours, yet some teaching staff are 
receiving numerous messages from parents during the weekends and late at night. Messages 
will be responded to during normal working hours, however, if you have an urgent message, 
please telephone the school office or email the school mailbox where your messages will be 
directed to the relevant teacher or member of staff.  
 
PARENT WORKSHOPS 
Over the next few months, we will be offering parent workshops in literacy and numeracy at 
different levels. This is to help parents have an overview of the learning taking place, the 
resources we use in school and the way in which lessons are taught. In February we will send 
out options for the parent workshops and we would love to see as many parents sign up for 
these as possible. 
 
SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN 
Our school improvement plan is formed at the beginning of each year based on consultation 
with our parent council, staff and pupils. This is readily available for anyone to view on our 
school website and outlines our targets for the year. Whilst COVID has impacted on some of 
those plans, we are making good progress with our targets. These will be reviewed at the end 
of the school year and summarised in our Standards and Quality report. Again, this is 
published on our school website and you can view last sessions’ Standards and Quality report 
there.   
 
HAVE YOUR SAY 
South Ayrshire Council is participating in the national Parental Involvement and Engagement 
survey (PIE). The survey is for parents/carers of children and young people in primary, 
secondary and special education. The link to the survey can be found here: 
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/PIE2022/ and is live this week. If you are able to, please 
complete the survey to put forward your views. The survey will run from Monday 24th 
January to Friday 1st April.  
 

https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/PIE2022/


We have a duty to consult with parents and carers every two years to seek views on the 
delivery and impact of the expansion of early learning and childcare. We are keen to gather 
information from current and future parents and carers which will help us to assess need, 
identify gaps and plan for future provision. The information provided through the consultation 
will help us to improve services and meet the needs of families in the future. The consultation 
will run for 2 weeks from 24th January to 6th February. Again, please take time if you can 
to have put forward your views. Link to the consultation below: 
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=oyzTzM4Wj0KVQTctawUZKdRFd0JRa
JlOt_QmdvOIBalUNVg4SFZKVVJRU05WTlM3MlNZNlk1VFUyUy4u  
 
PARENT COUNCIL 
Parent Council meetings provide a forum for you to have your views heard on all aspects of 
school life and provide an opportunity to work alongside staff to ensure we continue to provide 
the best possible experiences for all pupils. I am keen to encourage new members to join and 
work alongside other parents and staff. The next Parent Council Meeting takes place on 
Tuesday 1st February. Please note, this will be at the slightly earlier time of 1:30pm rather 
than 2pm as it would normally be.   
 
FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE 
Huge thanks to the fundraising committee for their contribution towards digital devices for 
the school. We already have a class set of kindles and the additional funding received this 
session will allow us to purchase additional kindles and iPads for the pupils to use. Digital 
technologies play a huge part in supporting learning in the classroom and the additional 
funding provided by the committee ensures even more pupils are able to access these resources.  
 
RIGHTS RESPECTING COMMITTEE 
Committee members will soon be giving both pupils and staff a refresher course on our journey 
of RRS over the past couple of years. The whole school will look back on our Outright projects, 
petitions to parliament (about immunisations for children and Fairtrade) as well as our 
charitable events such as MacMillan and our Christmas Jumper Day. We are revisiting ‘rights’ 
during our weekly assemblies and linking these with our own school values too.  We are 
continuing to focus on Climate change and other aspects relating to the global goals and 
UNCRC (United Nations Convention of the Rights of a Child) 

This term the Rights Respecting Schools committee will work alongside all pupils and staff to 
prepare for our UNICEF reaccreditation visit on the 28th March. You can catch up with all our 
RRS activities through our quarterly newsletters. 

 
Kind regards, 
 
Gail McKellar 
Head Teacher 
 
Article 3: The best interests of the child must be a top priority in all thinks that affect children.  
Article 12: Children have the right to have a say in all matters affecting them, and to have their 
views taken seriously.  
Article 18: Parents and families consider what is best for their child.  
Article 28: Every child has the right to an education.  
Article 29: Education must develop every child’s personality, talents and abilities to the full.  
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DIARY DATES 2022 

 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

February 

1st  Parent Council Meeting at 1.30pm 
  P5 Swimming Lessons 
  P7 Online Transition Event at Marr (6.30pm to 7.15pm) 
8th  P7-6 & P7 Bike Check 
  P5 Swimming Lessons 
10th  School closes at 3.00pm 
11th  Holiday 
14th  Holiday 
15th  In-Service 
22nd  P7-6 & P7 Bikeability 
  P5 Swimming Lessons 
23rd & 24th Parents Night Appointments 
 

March 

1st  P7-6 & P7 Bikeability 
  P5 Swimming 
8th   P7-6 & P7 Bikeability 
  P5 Swimming 
15th   P7-6 & P7 Bikeability 
  P5 Swimming 
22nd   P7-6 & P7 Bikeability 
  P5 Swimming 
29th  P7-6 & P7 Bikeability 
31st   Easter Service 
 

 

April 

1st  School closes at 2.30pm 
19th  Pupils return 
 
 
May 
 
2nd   Local Holiday (May Day) 
3rd  Pupils return 
5th  In-Service Day 
6th  Pupils Return 
18th  Optional Parents Night 
19th  Optional Parents Night 
  



 
June 
 
2nd  Local Holiday 
3rd  Platinum Jubilee Holiday 
14th  P7 at Marr College – tbc 
15th   Bump Up Day 
24th  P7 Leavers Assembly 
28th  Church Service 
29th  Close at 1.00pm for Summer Holiday 
 
 
August 
 
17th  Local Holiday 
18th  In-Service Day 
19th  In-Service Day 
22nd  Pupils Return 
 


