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Dear Parents/Carers, 
It has been lovely to see the sun shine over the past couple of weeks and many of our 
classes are enjoying taking their learning outdoors. As we approach the end of term, we look 
forward to a more ‘normal’ Term 4, with the relaxation of some restrictions which I will 
outline in this newsletter. Apologies in advance for the length of the newsletter, but there is 
a lot of information to share! 
 
COVID UPDATE 
In contrast to my previous newsletter, we have unfortunately seen a spike in COVID cases this 
month across pupils, teachers and support staff. Our numbers are currently very high, which 
has had huge implications in school. Our priority has been to ensure, where possible, a known 
member of Struthers staff has been teaching a class or supporting individual pupils. This 
situation is reflected across the authority with some schools having to move to home learning 
for certain classes or year groups. I am thankful it has not come to this for our school.  
 
The Scottish Government has outlined changes for schools in term 4 which we will implement 
on return from the Easter break. These changes are outlined below: 
 
Guidance that remains: 

o Staff and pupils should stay at home and isolate in line with public health advice  
o Good hand and respiratory hygiene will be maintained alongside regular surface 

cleaning. 
o Guidance on ventilation will continue to be adhered to 
o Face coverings should continue to be worn by adults when in indoor communal 

areas and when moving around the building.  
 
Guidance that will change: 

o Parents and staff will not be required to wear masks in the playground but may 
do so if they choose 

o Twice weekly LFDs will end for staff on 18th April  
o There are no restrictions on ‘in-person’ assemblies – we will return to two 

assemblies in the hall on a Friday morning (half of the school each time) 
o There are no requirements for staggered breaks and lunches. All pupils will have 

their break from 10:30 – 10:45am. Lunch will be from 12:30 – 1:15pm and all 
pupils will eat in the Dinner Hall. School dinners will be on a rota basis. 

o P6 and P7 pupils will use the field at the back of the school to play at break 
time and a rota will be in place for P3-7 classes to use the field at lunch times 
during the better weather. 

o There are no requirements for staggered start and finish times. The bell will ring 
at 9am indicating pupils may enter the building. The doors will close after this 
and any pupils arriving after 9am should enter via the main entrance. There will 
be supervision in the playground from 8:45am. The bell will ring again at 3pm 
and all pupils will be dismissed at this time from their usual doors.  

o There are no restrictions on parents, carers or wider family members entering 
school buildings, although they will be expected to comply with the school’s 



routine measures (we will wear face coverings in communal areas so parents 
would be required to do this too).  

 
STAFFING 
Miss McBean is currently absent from work and is not expected to return before the Summer. 
Mrs Lockie will take up the post of Acting Depute Head Teacher in the meantime, and will be 
the Pupil Support Coordinator for the school. With Mrs Lockie taking on this remit, there are 
further changes in the leadership team. Mrs Devlin and Mr Haniford will continue as Principal 
Teachers and will be joined by Miss Wyllie, who was successful at interview for the temporary 
post of acting Principal Teacher for term 4. 
 
While Mrs Devlin takes on additional leadership remits, Miss Brown will assume overall 
responsibility for teaching P1D next term. Mrs Devlin will still be teaching writing in class and 
supporting pupils so will still be in close contact with our P1 boys and girls.  
 
Mr Haniford and Miss McKay will continue to teach in P3.  In P7/6, Miss Wyllie will continue 
to oversee the learning and teaching, but will have some additional leadership time on a 
Thursday and Friday when Mr Calum Stewart will teach the class. Mr Stewart is known to 
pupils in the school and has been covering different classes over the past few weeks. He is 
aware of the high standards expected at Struthers and will be working closely with Miss Wyllie 
to ensure consistent learning, teaching and assessment for our P7/6 class.  
 
Mr Cole plans to be back with us after the holidays and I am sure P6 will look forward to 
welcoming him back. Thank you to Miss McKay who has overseen much of the learning and 
teaching in P6 during Mr Cole’s absence. 
 
We will also be joined in Term 4 by Mrs Christie Lindsay. Mrs Lindsay is permanent to the 
local authority and will be working in Struthers on a Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. Mrs 
Lindsay will be teaching in P2M at the end of the week and also supporting groups of pupils 
in the infant department.  
 
In our Early Years Centre, we have said our goodbyes slightly earlier than expected to Mrs 
Rodger while she awaits the arrival of her baby. Miss Gass remains with us for now, but will 
also be going on maternity leave in May. We wish both ladies all the best and can’t wait to 
share baby news with you! Miss Julianna Mathieson will be covering for Mrs Rodger while she 
is on maternity leave. Mrs Galloway and I will hopefully be appointing a new Senior EYP to 
cover Miss Gass very soon.  
 
UKRAINE 
What an outstanding response from our wonderful community for the Ukraine appeal. I am 
absolutely astounded by the generosity of our local families and the amazing efforts of our 
pupils. The donations of approximately 200 backpacks are now currently in Poland, where 
our local chaplain and a group of volunteers delivered them to very happy groups of young 
people!  I am exceptionally proud of the responsibility taken on by our young people who 
made badges and bookmarks to sell in school too. Pupils raised over £550 selling homemade 
badges, bookmarks etc and the proceeds have gone to the Troon Micah Project.  
 
OUTDOOR LEARNING 
Thank you so much for your kind donations of tyres, pallets and outdoor learning resources 
for the school grounds. Classes have thoroughly enjoyed exploring, inventing and being 
creative outside. Unfortunately, one of our large tractor tyres has been taken from the school 



grounds and so the pupils are very disappointed. I am led to believe that it may be further up 
the field towards the new houses, but if anyone has any more information, please let the 
school know.  
 
CHARITIES 
Our charities committee, with the help of Mrs McNally, have been exceptionally busy this year. 
Most recently, they organised activities and fundraising for Comic Relief. We managed to raise 
£847.64 for this charity so huge thank you for your kind donations. There were 320 red noses 
sold in school!  
 
We also enjoyed raising awareness for Down Syndrome Scotland on ‘Lots of Socks’ day. We 
enjoyed learning about our differences and what makes us unique. It made us smile to see so 
many odd socks in school!  
 
YMI 
Our P6 and P7 pupils have been receiving glockenspiel lessons from Ms Tracy Nelson as part 
of the local authority’s Youth Music Initiative. This culminates in a showcase this week which 
will be filmed and sent out to parents in Term 4. It has been wonderful having Ms Nelson in 
school and we look forward to seeing her back at Struthers again next session.  
 
UNICEF REACCREDITATION VISIT  
On Monday this week, we welcomed (virtually) assessors from UNICEF to decide whether or 
not we will remain as a Gold Rights Respecting School. My sincere thanks go to Mrs Boyd 
and Mrs Bloomer who worked exceptionally hard in the lead up to the reaccreditation and 
supported pupils who were able to answer the questions asked by the assessors. We received 
very positive feedback, but need to wait for the official report to be produced before we find 
out if our school remains at Gold Level. The report will be shared on our school website 
when we receive this and I will inform parents of the outcome in Term 4.   
 
CLASS STRUCTURES SESSION 22-23 
As has been the case for many years at Struthers, our expanding school roll continues to 
impact on class sizes and structures. We currently only have space for 12 classes in the 
school and so each year, the number of pupils moving forwards dictates the classes that we 
can have. After the Easter holidays, the staff will be looking closely at the structures for 
session 22-23. Whilst some Head Teachers can choose their class structure, unfortunately 
the structure at Struthers is set by the local authority to ensure that every pupil is 
accommodated within the 12 classes. I therefore know that for session 22-23, there will be 
composite classes at every stage, with the exception of Primary 1.  As with each year, class 
teachers and the Senior Leadership Team will carefully consider the make-up of each class, 
but the priority will always be learning and teaching. If any parent has any major concerns 
regarding classes for next session, please contact the school by phone or email prior to the 
end of April. I am sure you will understand that it is impossible to grant requests of each 
and every parent/carer, but we will take any concerns in to consideration. 
 
 

SWIMMING 

Our P5 pupils will be presented with their swimming certificates this week. They have 
worked exceptionally hard over the past 10 weeks and made excellent progress! Our P6 
pupils will start their swimming lessons on the first day back after the Easter Holidays so 
should remember their swimming kit on that very first Tuesday! 
 



 
On behalf of the whole staff team, I wish all families a wonderful break, regardless of what 
you have planned. Pupils have really worked hard this term and are ready for a rest. I would 
also like to take the chance to thank the amazing staff team. They too, have worked 
exceptionally hard this term, amid the highest COVID levels and absences, but they have been 
flexible and supportive to one another and I hope they all enjoy a couple of weeks to switch 
off! 
 
School closes today at 2:30pm. I look forward to seeing you all after the break when school 
reopens at 9am on Tuesday 19th April.  
 
Kind regards, 
 
Gail McKellar 
Head Teacher 
 
Article 3: The best interests of the child must be a top priority in all thinks that affect children.  
Article 12: Children have the right to have a say in all matters affecting them, and to have their 
views taken seriously.  
Article 18: Parents and families consider what is best for their child.  
Article 28: Every child has the right to an education.  
Article 29: Education must develop every child’s personality, talents and abilities to the full.  
  



 

DIARY DATES 2022 

 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 

April 

1st  School closes at 2.30pm 
19th  Pupils return 
  P6 Swimming 
26th  P6 Swimming 
 
May 
 
2nd   Local Holiday (May Day) 
3rd  Pupils return 
  P6 Swimming 
5th  In-Service Day 
6th  Pupils Return 
10th  P6 Swimming 
17th  P6 Swimming 
18th  Optional Parents Night 
19th  Optional Parents Night 
24th  P6 Swimming 
31st  P6 Swimming 
 
June 
 
2nd  Local Holiday 
3rd  Platinum Jubilee Holiday 
7th  P6 Swimming 
14th  P7 at Marr College – tbc 
  P6 Swimming 
15th   Bump Up Day 
21st  P6 Swimming 
24th  P7 Leavers Assembly 
28th  Church Service 
29th  Close at 1.00pm for Summer Holiday 
 
August 
 
17th  Local Holiday 
18th  In-Service Day 
19th  In-Service Day 
22nd  Pupils Return 


