
Struthers Primary School 

Newsletter 

May 2022 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
It has been a very quick year and we are now in our final term! With COVID restrictions 
lifting we are looking forward to a busy term full of celebrating learning which we will now 
be able to share with you too. Although this term sees the return of some ‘normality’ we are 
very aware that this may also bring some anxieties for pupils (and families) who have not 
experienced some of the activities in over two years. We will enjoy the upcoming events but 
be considerate of the impact the changes may have for some of our young people.  
 
COVID UPDATE 
Please see below the latest guidance regarding Covid: 
 
Self Isolation and Testing Changes from 1st May 2022 
• If you test positive you should follow the revised guidance to ‘stay at home’ for 3 days if 
you are 18 years and under, or for 5 days if you are over 18 years. The way that we count 
these days has changed. Day 1 is the day after you took your test. This is only likely to be 
applicable as we move forward to those continuing to use supplies of LFTs they have at 
home. For those currently self isolating, prior to 1st May, they should follow the revised 
guidance outlined above. 
• From 1st May, if you have symptoms of a respiratory infection, such as COVID-19, and you 
have a high temperature or you do not feel well enough to go to work or carry out normal 
activities, you are advised to stay at home and avoid contact with other people until you no 
longer feel unwell. The ‘Stay at Home’ guidance noted above only applies to those who have 
tested positive. 
• From 1st May PCR testing will only be available to specific groups including for clinical care, 
for health and social care workers and for people visiting care homes or hospitals. 
• Children and young people with mild symptoms such as a runny nose, sore throat, or slight 
cough, who are otherwise well, can continue to attend their education setting. 
• It is not recommended that children and young people are tested for COVID-19 unless 
directed to by a health professional. However, if they do test positive they should stay at 
home and avoid contact with other people for 3 days after the day they took the test or 
from symptom onset (whichever was earliest), if they can. After 3 days, if they feel well and 
do not have a high temperature, the risk of passing the infection on to others is much lower. 
This is because children and young people tend to be infectious to other people for less time 
than adults. 
 
In addition to this guidance, face coverings will not be required to be worn in any area of 
school, although should anyone wish to continue to do so, they are more than welcome to. 
We will continue to have all areas well ventilated, and hand washing and sanitizing will still 
be part of the school day. 
 
STAFFING 
In the EYC, we have some exciting baby news! Mrs Rodger’s baby decided to make an early 
appearance and baby Ronnie was born on Friday 6th May weighing 6lbs 12oz. After his early 
arrival, baby Ronnie has required an extra bit of time in hospital but mum and baby are both 
doing well. We all send Mrs Rodger, baby Ronnie and the whole family our congratulations!  



On Friday, we said our goodbyes to Miss Gass as she starts her maternity leave. It probably 
won’t be too long until we have another exciting announcement to make! We can’t wait to 
share more baby news with you soon. Miss Little will take up the post of Acting Senior in the 
EYC and will soon be joined by Mrs Small.  
 
Our new permanent janitor has been appointed and the successful candidate was Mr 
Tommy Adams who has been covering the vacancy in recent weeks. We are delighted to 
welcome Tommy as a permanent member of the Struthers team.  
 
Miss McBean is unfortunately still absent from work. The make-up of the current Leadership 
team is as follows: 
Head Teacher – Mrs Gail McKellar 
Acting Depute Head Teacher – Mrs Lucy Lockie 
Acting Principal Teachers – Mrs Melissa Devlin, Mr Darren Haniford, Miss Kerrie Wyllie 
 
 
CLASS STRUCTURES SESSION 22-23 
Next session we will have the following classes: 
P1A, P1B, P2, P2/3, P3, P3/4, P4, P4/5, P5, P6, P6/7 and P7  
 
As you will see, we have the addition of another composite class next session and this 
structure is the only way we can accommodate the number of pupils in the school within 
our 12 classrooms.   
 
We have started to plan our classes for next session and the main priority will be ensuring 
that in their new class, pupils are able to make the best possible progress in their learning. 
Whilst in the past, we have tried to move pupils from straight classes in to composites and 
vice-versa, unfortunately this cannot be guaranteed.  
 
I am still waiting on my final staffing confirmation for next session and expect it to be June 
before any classes or teachers are shared for next session.  
 
ROALD AND ROLLS 
On Friday 13th, we look forward to welcoming families to our Roald Dahl themed breakfast 
event for P1-P3. Huge thanks to Miss Wyllie for organising this book swap event – it will be 
exciting to have families back in school with us again! If you require any further information, 
please refer to the separate letter sent, or contact the school office.  
 
SPORTS DAY(s) 
We are excited to invite you to spectate our sports day races once again! This year, we are 
having two separate events as follows and would like to give advance notice of the following 
dates: 
 
Thursday 9th June: Nursery – P3 with races starting at 1:30pm 
Friday 10th June: P4 – P7 with races starting at 1:30pm  
 
Pupils should come to school dressed in sports clothes on BOTH days and will participate in 
various sporting activities each day, with their races being held in the afternoon as above. We 
invite pupils to wear the colour of their house if they wish but this is not compulsory. If you 
are unsure which colour of house your child is in, please contact the class teacher via Seesaw. 
 



 
GLASGOW TAXIS 
From 1945 until today, thousands of taxi drivers have donated their time and effort to make 
the ‘Outing to Troon’ the annual success that it is. This year is the 75th outing and a big 
birthday! Struthers primary has always supported this event and we have missed being able 
to line the streets and wave to the most vulnerable children and young people who visit 
from Glasgow. This year, the event is on Wednesday 15th June. Although our P7 pupils will 
be at Marr College, we intend to take the rest of our classes to the end of Deveron Road as 
we have done in previous years, to give the taxis a warm welcome to Troon! More details 
will follow nearer the event. 
 
BUMP-UP DAY 
Due to the Glasgow Taxi event outlined above, our ‘Bump-Up’ will take place on the 
morning of Wednesday 15th June. Pupils will move in to their new classes and meet their 
new teachers for next session during the morning. After lunch, however, pupils will return 
to their current classes so that their own teacher will accompany them for the Glasgow Taxi 
event. New P1 pupils will be receiving their welcome packs this week and will also join us 
that morning to meet their new teachers! Information for new P1 pupils with times and 
additional information will be contained within the welcome pack.  
 
PARENT COUNCIL 
Our Parent Council had their first ‘in-person’ meeting on Wednesday and it was lovely to see 
everyone again! Thank you to everyone who attended. That was the last meeting of the 
session and the next meeting is scheduled for the 31st August in the new session. This will 
take the form of an AGM when key roles will be appointed and new members will be 
elected on to the parent council. We would love to see new faces and would encourage any 
interested parents to join us!  
 

BIKEABILITY 
Bikeability Levels 1 and 2 have been successfully delivered to our Primary 7 and 7/6 classes. 
Huge thanks go to Craig Dalziel and Lucy Mullan for braving all elements of weather (usually 
rain!) to deliver the programme. They have given up their time graciously to train our pupils 
in school and on the road. Unfortunately, we have run out of time and space this term to 
deliver to Primary 6 – the pupils who have not yet completed Bikeability will start in the new 
session when they are in P7. Whilst there has been the recent offer of training from South 
Ayrshire Council, due to the short notice given, we do not have any other trainers at this 
time. We are hopeful next session to have more volunteers trained in the delivery of 
Bikeability Level 1 and 2.  
 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Gail McKellar 
Head Teacher 
 
Article 3: The best interests of the child must be a top priority in all thinks that affect children.  
Article 12: Children have the right to have a say in all matters affecting them, and to have their 
views taken seriously.  
Article 18: Parents and families consider what is best for their child.  
Article 28: Every child has the right to an education.  
Article 29: Education must develop every child’s personality, talents and abilities to the full.  



 

DIARY DATES 2022 

 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 
May 
 
 
12th  P1 Trip to Fullarton Woods 
13th  P1-3 Roald Dahl Breakfast and Book Swap 
  Parent Reports to be issued 
17th  P6 Swimming 
  P1 Dental Team Visit 
18th  Optional Parents Night 
19th  Optional Parents Night 
24th  P6 Swimming 
31st  P6 Swimming 
 
June 
 
2nd  Local Holiday 
3rd  Platinum Jubilee Holiday 
7th  P6 Swimming 
9th  EYC – P3 Sports Day 1.30pm 
10th  P4-7 Sports Day 1.30pm 
14th  P7 at Marr College  
  P6 Swimming 
15th   Bump Up Day (AM)  P7 at Marr College 
  Annual Glasgow Taxi Outing (PM) 
16th  P6 Soccer Aid event at Marr – details to follow 
20th  P7 Leavers after school event – details to follow 
21st  P6 Swimming 
24th  P7 Leavers Assembly – details to follow 
28th  End of Term Assembly - tbc 
29th  Close at 1.00pm for Summer Holiday 
 
August 
 
17th  Local Holiday 
18th  In-Service Day 
19th  In-Service Day 
22nd  Pupils Return 
31st  Parent Council - AGM 


