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Dear Parents/Carers, 
This has been a particularly challenging week for school staff and families, with a spike in COVID 
numbers, resulting in us having to ask a whole class and their teacher to isolate and have PCR tests 
done. As Warn and Inform letters say, our advice and the current guidance would be that Lateral 
Flow tests are carried out regularly with your child. We have been shocked by the number of 
children who have tested positive as a result, despite having no symptoms whatsoever. We wish all 
families affected by COVID a speedy recovery. 
 
The impact of an outbreak in school means we are unable to have any visitors in and out of school. I 
realise the impact of this is disappointing as we will now have to cancel our photographer on 
Monday next week.  
 
TEMPEST PHOTOGRAPHS 
Unfortunately, our photographer will not be permitted to come in to school on Monday and so Tempest 
Photography is cancelled for the moment. Hopefully, in January we will be in a better position to book 
the photographer back in.  
 
REMEMBRANCE DAY 
Last week we took time as a school to reflect and remember. We discussed the story of the poppy at 
our assemblies and everyone participated in a 2 minute silence on Remembrance Day. Pupils were 
respectful and extremely responsible. We have some beautiful poems and artwork displayed in school 
too. Thank you so much for your donations to Poppy Scotland which will help the armed forces 
community and their families.  
 
WEATHER 
With the weather turning colder, and potentially wetter, we would advise that all pupils come to school 
wearing suitable footwear and waterproof jackets. We are reluctant to keep pupils indoors all day and 
so even in more unfavourable weather, if they have a waterproof jacket with a hood, they will be able 
to play outside at some point each day.  
 
BOOK WEEK SCOTLAND 
This week sees the Scottish Book Trust “Book Week” launch. Pupils in P1 will bring home a Book 
Bug Bag, while those in P2 and P3 classes will bring home a Read, Write, Count bag. Both bags are 
crammed full of resources to enhance literacy and maths, and so please take time to explore the 
contents with your child when it comes home. 
 
We have received a very generous donation this week from a very kind relative of pupils, who 
wanted to celebrate her birthday with a donation to the school! We will be using this money to buy 
some new books for our school library. We are very appreciative of this kind offer and I know the 
pupils will all benefit from this so thank you! 
 
CHILDREN IN NEED – FRIDAY 19TH NOVEMBER 
We celebrate Children In Need today, Friday, 19th November. Thank you so much for your support in 
purchasing Pudsey merchandise from our charities committee – they have struggled to keep up with 
the demand! Pupils are invited to wear their pyjamas today to support the charity and we would 
suggest a £1 donation. If pupils are not comfortable wearing pyjamas then they can wear non-school 
uniform instead. Today, classes will all participate in Children in Need activities in class, linked to 
National Children’s day. 
 



 
ANTI-BULLYING WEEK  
This week, beginning Monday 15th November, is Anti Bullying week. This is always a week that 
Struthers Primary work hard to raise awareness of and classes have been taking part in various 
lessons and activities related to bullying. We have been thinking about what bullying is and how we 
can help. The motto for this week is ‘One kind word’ and we have been linking this with our school 
values.  P5/4 were creating some fabulous posters so look out for some of these.  
 
 
CHRISTMAS AT STRUTHERS 
I know it is still November, but here are our plans so far for December! I will also add on our 
Struthers Advent Calendar so you can easily see what is planned in the run up to Christmas. 
Parties – each class will have a Christmas Party Day. Pupils should come to school in their party 
clothes and will have access to the hall during the day for fun games and activities. They will help 
plan out the party day with their teacher in advance and will have a relaxed, fun day with their 
class. The fundraising group have very kindly agreed to arrange juice and crisps for the parties. 
Please see the attached Struthers Advent for party dates. 
Pantomime – sadly, we will not be going together to The Palace this year and we are unable to have 
a company in school. Instead, we have purchased an online pantomime, ‘Puss In Boots’, which we 
will watch on Tuesday 21st December. Thank you to the fundraising group who have kindly agreed 
to pay for ice cream for pupils to enjoy. Dairy-free ice cream will be ordered for pupils with any 
allergies or intolerance. Before the 1st December, please make the office staff aware of your child’s 
name and class if they wish to order a dairy-free ice cream. 
Nativity  
Our P1 and P2 pupils have been working hard already to learn songs for their nativity. Whilst we 
can’t have an audience again this year, we will record a performance for you and send home a link 
for this via Seesaw.   
Movie afternoons – On the 1st December, Miss McBean and I will set a Classroom Challenge. Each 
class will be given the name of a Christmas Movie and during the month of December, they should 
decorate their classroom with this theme in mind! The winning class will be chosen on Friday 17th 
December and will enjoy a pizza party afternoon on Tuesday the 21st December. (Pantomime is in 
the morning!) Photos will be posted on twitter – see if you can guess which Christmas movie each 
class has been given!  
Christmas Jumper – Children are invited to wear a Christmas Jumper on Friday 10th December for 
Save the Children. Any donations will be gratefully received. 
Christmas Lunch – Pupils will enjoy their Christmas Lunch on Thursday 9th December. Please return 
your child’s choice to the office if you haven’t done so already. Replacement order slips are available 
on request! 
Christmas Crafts – obviously we won’t be able to have our Christmas Fayre but all classes are going 
to have a couple of Christmas Craft afternoons so look out for something wonderfully creative 
coming home!  
This list is not exhaustive, and so we will keep you posted if things are added or amended. 
 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Gail McKellar 
Head Teacher 



DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 

 

*December* - See our Struthers Advent Calendar 

 

January 2022 

6th  School reopens 
10th  Scots’ Fortnight 
21st  Poetry Competition 
 

February 

10th  School closes at 3.00pm 
11th  Holiday 
14th  Holiday 
15th  In-Service 
23rd & 24th Parents Night Appointments 
31st  Easter Service 
 

April 

1st  School closes at 2.30pm 
19th  Pupils return 
 
 
May 
 
2nd   Local Holiday (May Day) 
3rd  Pupils return 
5th  In-Service Day 
6th  Pupils Return 
 
June 
 
2nd  Local Holiday 
3rd  Platinum Jubilee Holiday 
29th  Close at 1.00pm for Summer Holiday 
 
 
August 
 
17th  Local Holiday 
18th  In-Service Day 
19th  In-Service Day 
22nd  Pupils Return 
 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 
 

Struthers Charity Fundraising Calendar 2021/22 
Below are all the charitable events that will be organised this session by staff and pupils. 

Other awareness and fundraising events occur throughout the year such as global 

emergencies as well as charities which are close to pupils, parents and staff. If you have any 

charities which you would like us to recognise please get in touch.  

 

 
Date 

 
Charity and Event 

 
Organisers 

 
Amount 
Raised 

 
 
Friday 24th 
September 
2021 

 
Macmillan coffee morning 
Donations for coffee  
morning and cake stall 

 
P7 and staff 
 

 
 

£45.50 
 

 
Throughout  
Oct/Nov 

 
Harvest  for South Ayrshire Foodbank 
Bring tins, pasta, rice etc.  

 

 
Staff and 
pupils 

 

 
Friday 19th 
November 
2021 
 

 
Children in Need 
Fun and games dress up day 

 

 
Staff and 
pupils 

 

 
Friday 10th 
December 
2021 

 
 Save the Children 
Christmas jumper day 

 
 

 
Staff and 
pupils 

 

January 
2022 

Finding Your Feet 
First Footing Challenge 

 

Staff and 
Pupils 

 

18th March  
2022  

Comic Relief  
Fun and games 

Staff and 
Pupils  

 

21st March 
2022 

Down’s Sydrome Scotland  
Lots of Socks Day 

Staff and 
pupils 
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