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Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Welcome to our November Newsletter. I hope you find the information included informative and 
helpful. I would encourage you to make a note of the dates of the many things happening in the life 
of the school between now and Christmas. It is lovely to be able to welcome parents back into the 
school again and look forward to seeing you at our concerts and nativities!  
 
PHOTOGRAPHS 
I am delighted to say I have received some very positive feedback from parents regarding our recent 
family and individual photographs that were taken by Scott from Photo Studio Ayr. This seems to 
have been a success and we look forward to inviting Scott back in the future to take class photos too. 
If you have any feedback regarding photographs, please speak to the Parent Council who can pass 
this on at the next meeting. Thank you. 
 
REMEMBRANCE DAY 
For Remembrance Day we took time as a school to reflect and remember. We discussed the story of 
the poppy at our assembly and everyone participated in a 2 minute silence. Pupils were respectful and 
extremely responsible. We had some beautiful poems read out by our P6 and P7 pupils too. Thank 
you so much for your donations to Poppy Scotland which will help the armed forces community and 
their families. Thanks also to our P5 pupils who sold the poppies in school.  
 
CROSSING PATROL 
There was an incident at our school crossing patrol last week where there was a bottleneck of traffic 

and a driver decided to mount the pavement and cut the corner into Staffin Road rather than wait 

for our patroller Ms Helliwell to leave the road.  This was extremely dangerous and could have 

caused serious injury to pupils, parents and to Ms Helliwell herself. Ultimately, unless certain drivers 

reflect on HOW they drive and WHERE they park around the school – sadly, it is only a matter of 

time before a child or adult will be seriously injured. DON’T LET IT BE YOUR FAULT! 

PUPIL ATTENDANCE 
As you know, we place high importance on good attendance and timekeeping. Where children’s 
attendance at school falls below an acceptable level, we will contact parents to alert you to this. We 
are currently working through this at the moment and will be in touch with parents where attendance 
is causing some concern. 
 
PARENT COUNCIL 
Our next parent council meeting takes place in the school on Wednesday 7th December at 6.15pm 
during which time I would like to focus on our School vision. We will also address other agenda items 
during our meeting time. If you wish to attend and contribute to the work the council does in 
supporting our school, please contact the parent council chair, Lucy Mullan. Likewise, any agenda 
items you would like to be discussed should be raised with Lucy prior to the meeting. 
 
FUNDRAISING GROUP 
Our fundraising group continues to raise significant additional funds for the school – these are used 
to purchase additional items for children and to subsidise the cost of outings. I am extremely grateful 
to them all for their hard work, which has resulted in a donation of £3,300 towards the cost of the 
pantomime. I’m sure you will agree this is simply outstanding and has benefitted families by reducing 
the overall cost of tickets and transport.  
 
 



CHILDREN IN NEED – FRIDAY 19TH NOVEMBER 
Our Children In Need day was a huge success and we raised an outstanding £1871.80! Massive 
thanks to everyone who sent in donations for the bake sale and also to those who bought merchandise 
and raffle tickets throughout the week. Special thanks to Mrs Houston and Miss McCormack for co-
ordinating the event and securing those amazing raffle prizes.  
 
 
FOODBANK 
Primary 4 have been learning about ‘Champions of the world’ and have decided that they want to be 

champions of their own world and help a fantastic cause. Primary 4 are working together with the 

MICAH project to collect valuable food products that many families are needing. 

Primary 4 are asking families to come together and donate something from the items below. 

Food Cleaning products Others 

Tinned fruit/veg Washing up liquid Gloves 

Tinned meat Toilet cleaner Hats 

Tuna Shampoo Blankets 

Tea/Coffee Soap Fluffy socks 

Rice Antibacterial Spray  

Cereal Cleaning cloths  

UHT milk   
 

If you could help with just one item, it would be greatly appreciated. If you would like to donate, please 

hand the items into your class teacher and primary 4 will come round and collect them. All donations 

must be into the school by Friday 16th December for the collections to be picked up by the project and 

distributed to families in time for Christmas. Unfortunately, no products that require a fridge or a 

freezer can be accepted. 

 
CHRISTMAS AT STRUTHERS 
Here are our plans so far for December! I will also add on our Struthers Advent Calendar so you can 
easily see what is planned in the run up to Christmas. 
 
Parties – each year group will have a Christmas Party Afternoon. Pupils can either bring party clothes 
to change in to on their party days, or they can go home at lunch time to get changed. If you wish 
for your child to go home for lunch, they should be collected from their usual doors at 12:15pm and 
should return to school at 1:15pm. The exception to this is P1 classes who should go home for 12noon 
and return for 1pm as their party is on the last day of term and we finish slightly earlier at 2:30pm 
that day.   Class teachers should be made aware in advance of pupils who will go home on 
their party days. Please contact the school office if your child is going home for lunch on 
the day of their party. The fundraising group have very kindly agreed to arrange water and crisps 
for the parties. Pupils will also receive a selection box too. Please see the attached Struthers Advent 
for party dates. Our P7 pupils are invited to their very own ‘Snow Ball’ which takes place in the 
evening. Look out for those special invitations P7! 
 
Pantomime – Mirror mirror on the wall – which is the best pantomime of them all? The Palace 

Theatre’s Snow White of course! We are excited to be heading out to the pantomime at the Palace 
Theatre once again. We would ask all cars to keep clear of Staffin Road on the morning of the 14th 
December between 8:45 and 9:15am, as we have at least 7 buses that will accessing the school. On 
the morning of the pantomime, children are asked to enter the school building as soon as they arrive, 
rather than wait in the playground for the bell to go. If pupils could arrive between 8:45 and 8:55am 
that would be preferable so that the playground is clear for the arrival of the buses. Thank you for 
your cooperation with this. 
 



Nativity  
Our P1 and P2 pupils have been working hard already to learn songs and words for their nativity. The 
pupils will be performing an afternoon and evening show for parents and information regarding this 
will come out via a separate letter. 
 
Christmas Jumper – Children are invited to wear a Christmas Jumper on Friday 9th December if they 
wish for our local MICAH project in Troon. Any donations on the day would be gratefully received on 
the 9th and will go directly to the project.  
 
Christmas Lunch – Pupils will also enjoy their Christmas Lunch on Friday 9th December. Please return 
your child’s choice to the office if you haven’t done so already. Replacement order slips are available 
on request! 
 
Christmas Concerts  
To entertain you and hopefully get you in the Christmas Spirit, our P3-7 pupils will be performing two 
different concerts for you on Wednesday 21st December.  Similar to our nativities, each concert will be 
performed once in the afternoon and once in the evening to try and accommodate as many families 
as possible. Again, separate letters will be issued with more detail so keep a look out for those with 
information on how to get your tickets!  
 
Gifting at Christmas 
We understand that this year, more than ever, the cost of living is putting additional pressure on 
families. Staff in school are always extremely grateful for the generosity you show at this time of year 
when they often receive beautiful gifts. However, please do not feel obliged to buy gifts for the staff. 
Often, the most special gift received is in fact, a handwritten note, a drawing or Christmas card from 
the pupils themselves. Likewise, I do not expect staff to buy all their pupils gifts – classes will be treated 
to a movie afternoon and some snacks in their classrooms!  

 
As you see, we have quite a busy month ahead of us!  
Should you have any queries in relation to any aspect of your child’s learning or wider school life, 
please do not hesitate to get in touch. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Gail McKellar 
Head Teacher 



DATES FOR THE DIARY 

*December* - See our Struthers Advent Calendar 

January 2023 
9th  School reopens 
9th  Scots’ Fortnight 
11th  Parent Council Meeting – Staffroom at 2.00pm 
12th  Sportshall Event (P6 & P7) 
25th  P7 Burns Supper 
26th  EYC Burns Supper 
27th  Poetry Competition 
 
February 2023 
1st  Parent Council Meeting – Staffroom at 6.15pm 
10th & 13th Local Holiday 
14th  Inservice Day 
15th  Pupils Return 
22nd  Parents Night (evening) 
23rd  Parents Night (after school) 

March 2023 
1st  Parent Council Meeting – Staffroom 2.00pm 
17th  Comic Relief Day 
29th  Easter Service 
31st  School closes at 2.30pm 
 
April 2023 
3rd – 14th Easter Break 
17th  School reopens 
 
May 2023 
1st  Holiday 
10th  Parent Council Meeting – Staffroom at 6.15pm 
12th  Reports to Parents 
17th  Parents Night (evening) 
18th  Parents Night (after school) 
23rd  New P1 Parent Welcome Night 
25th  Travelling by Tuba music event 
29th  Holiday 
30th  In-Service Day 
 
June 2023 
2nd  Coffee & Chat (New P1 Parents) 9.15-9.45am and 3.30-4.00pm 

Summer Cup 
7th  Parent Council Meeting – Staffroom 2.00pm 
8th  EYC –P3 Sports Afternoon 
9th  P4-7 Sports Afternoon 
13th  Bump Up Day (including P7 Bump Up at Marr) 
14th  P7 Bump Up Day at Marr 
21st  EYC Graduation 
26th  Leavers’ Service 
28th  End of Year Service 
30th  School Closes at1.00pm 
Dates may be added to newsletters throughout the year. These will also be available on the school 
website.Please note* there is a link to all South-Ayrshire school holidays on our website – 
Struthers.sayr.sch.uk 


