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Dear Parents/Carers, 
Welcome back for Term 2! Our first term seems to have gone past in the blink of an eye. I 
cannot believe that the dark nights are drawing in and the wetter, windier and colder weather 
has arrived!  
 
STAFFING  
This week we welcome Mrs Lynne Curson to our Pupil Support team. Mrs Curson will be 
working with us from Monday to Thursday and we are delighted to welcome her to Struthers 
Primary School.  
 

Congratulations to Miss Brown who has secured a permanent teaching position within South 
Ayrshire Council. Miss Brown will remain with us at Struthers until Mrs McGuigan returns.  
 

Mrs Suzanne Young also joins our Early Years Team next week and we look forward to 
welcoming her as one of our full time Early Years practitioners.  
 
 
HALLOWEEN 
Next Friday, 29th October, pupils are invited to come to school dressed up to celebrate 
Halloween. Pupils can come to school dressed for the day and there will be no need to change 
at lunchtime as we have done in previous years. This year, each class will participate in a 
Halloween parade on Friday morning in our Gym Hall in front of some judges from our Parent 
Council/Fundraising Group. The 2 best costumes in each class (1 boy and 1 girl) will receive 
a prize from the judges. Huge thanks to our Fundraising Group for providing prizes for every 
class in the school. In the afternoon, pupils will participate in some fun Halloween activities 
in class - there will be no ‘dooking’ for apples, however, there will be a gift from the 
Fundraising Group for every pupil in the school. Thank you again to our Fundraising Group 
for their continued support. 
 

 
INVERCLYDE 
Our P7 pupils had a fabulous time at Inverclyde just before the holidays. I have to say that 
overall, the behaviour of pupils was of an exceptionally high standard and all staff at 
Inverclyde were very complimentary of the manners and positive attitude of the Struthers 
pupils. Our children showed resilience, perseverance and determination to try all activities. 
I would like to say a huge ‘Thank you’ to Miss Leck, Mr Cole and Miss Wyllie, who willingly 
gave up their own time to stay with the pupils during the week. It was a fantastic week with 
lots of happy memories made.  
 

 
WEATHER 
With the weather turning colder, and potentially wetter, we would advise that all pupils come 
to school wearing suitable footwear and waterproof jackets. We are reluctant to keep pupils 
indoors all day and so even in more unfavourable weather, if they have a waterproof jacket 
with a hood, they will be able to play outside at some point each day.  
 

 
TEMPEST PHOTOGRAPHS 
We are delighted that Tempest Photographers are able to come in to school this year. The 
photographers will visit on Monday 22nd November and will be taking individual and family 
photographs. They will also take class photographs of our P1 and P7 pupils. A letter with 
additional information will be issued to all families in the upcoming week.  
 



 
MACMILLAN  
Despite missing our usual Macmillan Coffee Morning, we were delighted to see some 
fabulous baking creations last month when our Star Bakers made some amazing cakes! 
Congratulations to all who participated, especially our winners; Josh, Ailsa, Alfie, Emily, Abi 
and Melisa. We will continue to raise funds throughout the year for charities (as chosen by 
our charity committee) and you will find a fundraising calendar attached with this newsletter.  
 

 
PARENTS EVENING 
As we are still not able to hold parents evening appointments in school, our parents evening 
appointments, once again, took place via telephone calls. We are aware that this is not how 
we would want to discuss your child’s progress and would much prefer a face-to-face 
conversation. As soon as restrictions areeased, we look forward to conducting these 
appointments in school and in person! Please remember that although we offer 3 official 
appointments throughout the year, you are more than welcome to contact class teachers at 
any point should you have any concerns or questions about your child’s learning.  
 

 
ASSEMBLIES 
This session, we have been having virtual assemblies with the whole school. Whilst it has 
been good to come together online, pupils and staff are missing the opportunity to get 
together in person to celebrate achievements and share learning. Current restrictions mean 
we cannot meet as a whole school (with over 330 pupils altogether) however, we are going 
to meet in smaller groups. On Tuesdays, P1 and P2 will come together and on Thursdays, P3, 
4 and 5 pupils will meet together, followed by a P6 and P7 assembly. All classes will be 
spaced out in the Hall and assemblies will be an opportunity to celebrate achievements, 
count the House Points and share learning. House Captains will visit classes on a Friday 
afternoon to record pupil achievements to share at assemblies the following week.  
 

 
WELLBEING WEDNESDAYS 
Last year we introduced ‘Wellbeing Wednesdays’ to focus on pupil and staff health and 
wellbeing. This session, we will continue to make this a focus. Each Wednesday, pupils will 
receive an extended break time and class teachers will focus on a different aspect of pupil 
wellbeing each week. Our Health and Wellbeing curriculum covers mental, emotional, social 
and physical wellbeing. Whilst there may be a focussed approach on a Wednesday, class 
teachers continue to deliver Health and Wellbeing outcomes as any situations or concerns 
arise throughout the year.  
 

 
BIKEABILITY 
Our bike checks are complete and P7 and P6 pupils should be ready to begin the Bikeability 
Level 1 programme next week. Sessions will be held on Tuesday mornings. We are 
exceptionally grateful to Mr Craig Dalziel and Mrs Lucy Mullan who will be delivering the 
programme and have continued to provide support to the school over the years. Without the 
time they give up weekly, we would not be able to deliver the programme so our sincere 
thanks to both. If any of our parents or carers would be interested in supporting Bikeability, 
please get in touch with Mrs Smith in our school office for more information.  
 
 
PARENT COUNCIL 
The first Parent Council meeting was well attended and it was lovely to see some new faces! 
Thank you to all who attended. The Minutes from the meeting will be available on the school 
website following approval at our next meeting.  The next meeting will take place on Tuesday, 
16th November at 2pm. Any Struthers parent/carer is welcome to attend this virtual meeting 
and a Zoom link will be sent out nearer the time.  
 



 
OUTDOOR LEARNING DAY 
As part of our School Improvement Plan, we continue to focus on Outdoor Learning this 
session. We will be taking part in the national Outdoor Classroom Day on Thursday 4th 
November 2021. This will provide all children in each class the opportunity to take part in an 
Outdoor Learning activity with their peers. Children should bring a warm jacket and old 
outdoor shoes or wellies for this day. Look out for ‘Outdoor Classroom Day’ pictures on 
Seesaw or on our Twitter Page. @StruthersSchool. 
 

 
P7 CHARITY AND EVENTS CO-ORDINATORS 

We have two Primary 7 pupils who have taken on the role of Charity Co-ordinators and will 

be responsible for organising the events for each charity throughout the year. Below is a 

message from them to let you know about the upcoming charity events taking place.  

Our names are Olivia and Tyler, and we are delighted to be the P7 Charity and Events Co-
ordinators for 2021-22. We are looking forward to raising lots of money to support our chosen 
charities and kindly ask for your help in this. 

 

SOUTH AYRSHIRE FOODBANK COLLECTION – MONDAY 25TH OCTOBER 

We will be collecting items to donate to the South Ayrshire Foodbank from 

Monday 25th October until Friday 5th November. Items that the foodbank 

accept are non-perishable, in-date food such as tinned vegetables, 

tinned spaghetti, tea and coffee. There will be a collection point at the 

school office where pupils can drop off donated items. 

We would greatly appreciate if you could donate any items to help support this excellent local 

charity which is a lifeline for local people in crisis. 
  

 

CHILDREN IN NEED – FRIDAY 19TH NOVEMBER 

We are excited to be organising events in our school to support Children in 

Need. This year, we are planning to host a day filled with Pudsey arts and 

crafts, spotty scavenger hunts and Children in Need Bingo. 

On Friday 19th November, we ask all pupils to come to school dressed in 

their ‘PJs for Pudsey’. The suggested donation for taking part in this event 

is £1 but we would appreciate any kind donations on the day. 

We have purchased several items to sell in our Pudsey 

Shop which will open on Monday 8th November. Items for sale will 

include Pudsey and Blush ears for £2.50 and Pudsey keyrings for £2. 

We will also be doing a ‘Guess Blush’s birthday’ competition at the cost 

of 50p a guess. 

 
 

Best wishes, 
 
Gail McKellar 
Head Teacher 
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DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 

October 
25th  Flu vaccine 
  Food bank donations till 5th November 
26th  Bikeability 
29th  Halloween Parade (am) 
  Tennis Club 
 

November 

2nd  Bikeability 
4th  National Outdoor Classroom Day 
5th  Tennis 
9th  Bikeability 
12th  Tennis 
16th  Bikeability 
  Parent Council Meeting – 2pm  
19th   Children in Need   

Tennis 
22nd  Tempest Photographer 
26th  Tennis 
 

December 

3rd  Tennis (last session) 
6th  Nativity rehearsal (am) 
7th  Nativity available online 
8th  EYC Christmas Parties (details to follow) 
9th  Christmas Lunch 
13th  P3 Party (pm) 
14th  P4 Party (pm) 
15th  P5 Party (pm) 
16th  P6 Party (pm) 
  P7 Snowball (details to follow) 
17th  P1 & P2 Party 
22nd  School closes at 2.30pm 
 

January 

6th  School reopens 
10th  Scots’ Fortnight 
21st  Poetry Competition 
 

February 

10th  School closes at 3.00pm 
11th  Holiday 



14th  Holiday 
15th  In-Service 
23rd & 24th Parents Night Appointments 
31st  Easter Service 
 

April 

1st  School closes at 2.30pm 
19th  Pupils return 
 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 
 

Struthers Charity Fundraising Calendar 2021/22 
Below are all the charitable events that will be organised this session by staff and pupils. 

Other awareness and fundraising events occur throughout the year such as global 

emergencies as well as charities which are close to pupils, parents and staff. If you have any 

charities which you would like us to recognise please get in touch.  

 

 
Date 

 
Charity and Event 

 
Organisers 

 
Amount 
Raised 

 
 
Friday 24th 
September 
2021 

 
Macmillan coffee morning 
Donations for coffee  
morning and cake stall 

 
P7 and staff 
 

 
 

£45.50 
 

 
Throughout  
Oct/Nov 

 
Harvest  for South Ayrshire Foodbank 
Bring tins, pasta, rice etc.  

 

 
Staff and 
pupils 

 

 
Friday 19th 
November 
2021 
 

 
Children in Need 
Fun and games dress up day 

 

 
Staff and 
pupils 

 

 
Friday 10th 
December 
2021 

 
 Save the Children 
Christmas jumper day 

 
 

 
Staff and 
pupils 

 

January 
2022 

Finding Your Feet 
First Footing Challenge 

 

Staff and 
Pupils 

 

18th March  
2022  

Comic Relief  
Fun and games 

Staff and 
Pupils  

 

21st March 
2022 

Down’s Sydrome Scotland  
Lots of Socks Day 

Staff and 
pupils 

 

 
 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiF7OOOqufdAhWNJlAKHfRbDDQQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.asda.com/children-in-need/&psig=AOvVaw1z9V4aCIUIMsd53iyksv5F&ust=1538554960796863
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.thewestmorlandgazette.co.uk/resources/images/8482156/&imgrefurl=http://www.thewestmorlandgazette.co.uk/news/16605962.Coffee_morning_in_aid_of_cancer_charity/&docid=fDVnd12MwMqHBM&tbnid=j5LlJ7rwErTD8M:&vet=1&w=425&h=282&bih=899&biw=1280&ved=2ahUKEwj4s4zAqufdAhVKbFAKHQhwCOEQxiAoBXoECAEQFg&iact=c&ictx=1
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiDpZGYrOfdAhVMJlAKHZ6ECmYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://southayrshire.foodbank.org.uk/&psig=AOvVaw2CiCOxdxUB3OOvJypcK2fG&ust=1538555544356305
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiL0vDu6undAhWjNOwKHW04BZAQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.cbsbutler.com/blog/christmas-jumper-day-save-the-children-blog-73521813515&psig=AOvVaw2rvH3ZqIqepxan-bhk2SWa&ust=1538641074612726

