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Dear Parents/Carers, 
September seems to have come around so quickly! As always, this has been another busy month with 
lots happening in the school. New diary dates have been added to the calendar, so please check the 
updated diary dates at the end of this newsletter. 
 
QUEEN ELIZABETH II 
We were extremely sorry in Struthers to learn of the passing of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II. I know 
many of you will share this sense of sadness and will have watched, with great interest, the state 
funeral on Monday. Although this is a very sad, national event, teaching staff have used this context 
to provide rich learning experiences at different stages throughout the school. It is a period of living 
history with much to explore and discuss about Queen Elizabeth II, her reign and life, the Royal Family 
and also about our new monarch – King Charles III.  
 
WELCOME EVENING 
Huge thanks to all who attended our Welcome Evening earlier this month. I hope for those of you who 
were able to attend, this was a welcome opportunity to have a look round the school and meet the 
teachers. The first part of the evening was a chance to share our Improvement Plan and also share 
information about our staff and school – if anyone wishes to access our full school improvement plan 
for the year ahead then this can be found on our school website.  
It was lovely to hear all your positive comments and read your suggestions for our new school vision. 
Some of the words suggested included: safe, happy, achieve, believe, included, belong, ambitious, 
flourish and thriving. However, this was not an exhaustive list! I am looking for a small group of parent 
volunteers to be involved in a working group who will help shape the vision of our school alongside 
staff and pupils. If you are keen to be part of this group, please complete the form at the back of this 
newsletter.  
I would politely ask that at any future open events, parents/carers do not take photos of teacher 
noticeboards in class, or of other children’s learning on display, as this is not the purpose of the event.  
 
COMMUNICATION 
Communication is key to an effective partnership between school and home and I will endeavour to 
get all information out to you with as much notice as possible. I am extremely grateful to the large 
number of parents who support our partnership. To ensure any queries are dealt with effectively, office 
staff will attempt to direct you to the most relevant member of staff. Where you have a query about 
your child’s learning or their behaviour, in the first instance, you should request to speak to the class 
teacher. However, if you feel the class teacher is unable to help and you wish to speak to a promoted 
staff member in the school leadership team, we have departmental responsibility as follows: 
 
EYC: Mrs Galloway  P3 & P4: Mrs Lockie 
P1 & P2: Mrs Devlin  P5-7: Mrs McKellar, Mr Haniford or Miss Wyllie 
 
Keeping our Children Safe – PARKING AND DRIVING AROUND THE SCHOOL 
At the start of a new session can I please remind parents and carers once again about the importance 
of safe and legal parking around the school? The main school car park should NOT be used to drop 
off and collect children as this is for staff and blue badge holders only. I would ask again that drivers 
show courtesy to our local residents by ensuring driveways are left clear and cars are not parked up 
on kerbs outside the school so children and parents with buggies/prams can safely pass by. Police 
Scotland will be making unannounced visits at drop off and pick up times. Despite some near misses 
and on-going reminders, some parents still take the view that requests for safe driving and parking 
around the school do not apply to everyone.  
  



 
DOGS IN THE PLAYGROUND 
Our playground can be extremely busy at the start and end of the school day. To prevent any adult, 
child (or dog!) being hurt, we would remind parents that dogs SHOULD NOT be brought in to the 
school playground. Many thanks for your cooperation with this.  
 
HOUSE CAPTAINS & P7 RESPONSIBILITIES 
Huge congratulations to our House Captains who were appointed at the end of last term. They have 
all been fulfilling their role to the highest possible standard! 
 
Craiksland (Red) Alex McMinn and Nimah Banks 
Crossburn (Blue) Connor Tomley and Indii McCulloch 
Colennan (Green) Rebecca Dunlop and Dylan Scott  
Corraith (Yellow) Kiana McNab and Jessica Starkey 
 
All of our P7 pupils are showing a great deal of responsibility and have been appointed to various 
roles, supporting staff and pupils. We have Infant Playground Buddies, Janitor Helpers, Leadership 
Team Helpers, Librarians, Sports Ambassadors, Digital Leaders and Dinner Hall Monitors. All of our P7 
pupils have also been given P2 reading buddies who they will read with twice a week. I am extremely 
impressed to date with the high standards being set by our most senior pupils. Well done! 
 
MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING 
Following the last two years of disrupted learning and teaching, our priority in school will be to close 
the attainment gap. However, our pupils will continue to raise funds for their chosen charities 
throughout the year. Due to constraints on space in the school, we may not be able to fundraise in 
the same way as previous years, but our pupils are coming up with new and creative ways to raise 
money. Our P7 pupils are planning an event for our MACMILLAN Coffee Morning, however, this may 
look a bit different this year. Please look out for further information from our P7 pupils regarding this. 
An annual fundraising calendar will be sent out shortly from our Rights Respecting Schools Group.  
 
USING SKILLS AND INTERESTS 
I am confident that we will have many parents, carers and grandparents who have many skills and 
hobbies that we would love to make use of, to widen what we can offer to the children in our 
school. These may include sewing, arts and crafts, woodwork, chess, gardening and cookery to name 
a few! I’m sure there will be many others! It would be great to hear from anyone who would be 
willing to assist and would be wonderful to have you onboard. Please complete the form attached to 
this newsletter and we will be in touch!  
 
SOCIAL MEDIA 
Across the school, we teach children about the safe use of the internet and particularly with senior 
pupils, remind them of rules for the safe and appropriate use of social media. We work in partnership 
with Police Scotland to share important messages about this.  
In school, children have no access to any social media platform. However, we are becoming increasingly 
concerned about the number of pupils who are accessing them at home, using them to send rude, 
abusive and upsetting messages and rumours about other children in the school. This then creates 
problems with friendships and peer relationships in school. Where we receive reports of inappropriate 
use of social media, we will write to the parent/carers of the children involved and share any significant 
concerns with our community campus police officer. We would ask that parents take responsibility for 
checking how children are using their phones, tablets and computers out with school, as school staff 
cannot take any responsibility for this. Thank you for your support as we tackle this important issue. 
More information for parents can be found using the link below: 
https://beinternetlegends.withgoogle.com  
  

https://beinternetlegends.withgoogle.com/


 
 
PARENT APPOINTMENTS 
A separate letter has been issued in regards to parent appointments on this term. In order to keep 
appointments to time and to better accommodate families with more than one child attending school, 
all appointments will take place in our halls. Pupil work will be available to view in the hall nearest 
the entrance and appointments with staff will take place in the other hall. P7 pupils and members of 
the management team will be available to assist you during the appointment times. There will also be 
an opportunity to purchase books from the Book Fair. Children will have the opportunity to preview 
these books in school and may bring home a title they have seen that they liked best. There is 
absolutely no obligation to purchase a book. However, should you wish, we will accept cash or online 
purchases at the parents evenings. 
 
INVERCLYDE RESIDENTIAL 
On Monday 10th October, our P7 pupils will attend their residential visit at Inverclyde. Our P7 pupils 
will be accompanied by Mr Haniford, Mr Cole, Miss Wyllie and Miss MacKay. This is a wonderful 
opportunity for our pupils to experience time away from school, developing independence and 
confidence alongside their peers. Pupils should meet in the hall on the Monday morning, ready for a 
9am departure.  
 
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST  
On Wednesday 5th October we will be hosting M&M Theatrical Productions for a very special 
performance of ‘Beauty and the Beast.’ During the last two years, the performing arts have struggled 
and it has been a long time since our pupils have seen a live performance. We are therefore very much 
looking forward to this show for our P1-P7 pupils.  
 
HEAD TEACHER DROP-IN 
As you know, I like to operate an open-door policy in school and, where possible, will happily meet 
with parents to discuss their ideas, celebrate achievements and to hear suggestions about how we 
could further strengthen home/school partnerships. I have arranged a couple of informal drop-in 
sessions which will take place on Wednesday 12th October between 2:30 and 3pm and again 
between 5 and 6pm. There is no agenda, but tea/coffee (maybe even biscuits) and a warm welcome 
are on offer! Should you wish to attend, please complete the form at the back of this newsletter. 
 
HALLOWEEN 
Halloween dress up and parade will be held on the afternoon of Friday 28th October.   Pupils can come 
to school dressed in their costumes and there will be Halloween activities ongoing throughout the 
school day. For the parade, there will be 2 prizes per class for the best costume, kindly donated by 
our Fundraising Group.  
 
PARENT COUNCIL 
Our first parent council meeting took place on Wednesday 7th September and we had some very 
productive conversations about fundraising, playground congestion issues, school trips, school 
photographs and the new Early Years Centre, to name a few. However, we only had 4 families 
represented at this meeting, with one parent being the chair of the parent council and another the 
chair of the fundraising group! For our meetings to be worthwhile and successful, we need your support 
and for the voice of more families to be heard. The dates for future meetings have been issued and we 
are alternating between afternoon and evening meetings to try and suit as many families as possible. 
It would be wonderful to have at least one family from each year group attend our meetings – please 
indicate on the return slip if you would be able to attend any future meetings. Thank you in 
anticipation. 
 
FLU IMMUNISATIONS 
Once again, NHS colleagues will be in school to provide flu immunisations for all P1-7 pupils. This will 
take place in Struthers on Wednesday 12th October (P1-6) and Thursday 27th October for P7. 
Information for parents has been issued separately regarding this.  
  



 
ADDITIONAL HOLIDAY DATES 
The decision in South Ayrshire around a date for an additional holiday following the Queen’s passing 
will be taken at cabinet on the 27th September. This will give parents time to plan for childcare and 
also for council services to plan ahead. Information has been shared via social media directly from the 
council and the date will be confirmed and shared after the meeting on the 27th.  
 
As always, if there are any concerns, questions or queries arising from the newsletter, please do not 
hesitate to contact the school. I hope you all had an enjoyable long weekend.  
 
Many thanks and kind regards, 
 
 
 
Gail McKellar 
Head Teacher 
 
 
Article 3: The best interests of the child must be a top priority in all thinks that affect children.  
 
Article 12: Children have the right to have a say in all matters affecting them, and to have their views 
taken seriously.  
 
Article 18: Parents and families consider what is best for their child.  
 
Article 28: Every child has the right to an education.  
 
Article 29: Education must develop every child’s personality, talents and abilities to the full. 
 
  



 
DIARY DATES 2022-23 
 
September 2022 
 
30th  Macmillan Fundraising Event 
 
October 2022 
 
5th  Travelling Pantomime 
5th  Parents Night (evening) including Bookfair 
6th  Parents Night (after school) including Bookfair 
10th- 13th P7 residential trip to Inverclyde 
12th  P1-P6 Flu Immunisation 
17th – 21st October break 
24th  In-Service Day 
25th   Pupils Return 
27th  P7 Flu Immunisation 
28th  Halloween Parade 
 
November 2022 
 
18th  Children in Need Day 
23rd  Day of Dance 
 

December 2022 
 
9th  Christmas Lunch 
12th  P3 Party 
13th  P4 Party 
14th  School trip to Panto in Kilmarnock  
15th  P6 Party & P7 Snow Ball 
16th   P5 Party 
19th  Nativity – Day & Evening 
20th  P2 Party 
21st  Christmas Service 
22nd  P1 Party 
23rd  Close at 2.30pm for Christmas Holidays 
 

January 2023 
9th  School reopens 
9th  Scots’ Fortnight 
25th  P7 Burns Supper 
26th  EYC Burns Supper 
27th  Poetry Competition 
 
February 2023 
10th & 13th Local Holiday 
14th  Inservice Day 
15th  Pupils Return 
22nd   Parents Night (evening) 
23rd  Parents Night (after school) 
 
  



 
March 2023 
 
17th  Comic Relief Day 
29th  Easter Service 
31st  School closes at 2.30pm 
 
April 2023 
 
3rd – 14th Easter Break 
17th  School reopens 
 
 
May 2023 
 
1st  Holiday 
12th  Reports to Parents 
17th  Parents Night (evening) 
18th  Parents Night (after school) 
23rd  New P1 Parent Welcome Night 
26th  Coffee & Chat (New P1 Parents) 
29th  Holiday 
30th  In-Service Day 
 
June 2023 
 
2nd  Summer Cup 
8th  EYC –P3 Sports Afternoon 
9th  P4-7 Sports Afternoon 
13th  Bump Up Day (including P7 Bump Up at Marr 
14th  P7 Bump Up Day at Marr 
21st  EYC Graduation 
26th   Leavers’ Service 
28th  End of Year Service 
30th  School Closes at1.00pm 
 
Dates may be added to newsletters throughout the year.  These will also be available on the school 
website. 
 
Please note* there is a link to all South-Ayrshire school holidays on our website – Struthers.sayr.sch.uk 

 
 

  



 
 
 

PARENT/CARER RESPONSE SHEET – SEPTEMBER 2022 
 
Child’s Name:       Class: 
Parent/Carer Name: 
 
I would/would not be keen to be part of the ‘School Vision’ discussion group. 
 
I would/would not like to get involved in the work of the parent council.  
I could attend the following meetings: 
(Please tick) 
Wednesday 2nd November                         2pm – 3pm 
Wednesday 7th December                           6:15 – 7:15pm 
Wednesday 11th January                            2pm – 3pm 
Wednesday 1st February                             6:15 – 7:15pm 
Wednesday 1st  March                               2pm – 3pm 
Wednesday 10th May                                 6:15 – 7:15pm 
Wednesday 7th June                                  2pm – 3pm 
 
 
I would/would not like to offer some time to share a skill or interest with the children. My 
skill/hobby is 
 
I would/would not like to attend the Head Teacher’s drop in on the 12th October. 
(Please tick)  
I would like to attend the 2:30-3pm drop-in 
I would like to attend the 5-6pm drop-in 
 

 
Any other feedback or suggestions  you would like to provide on any aspect of school life (This 
will be summarised in the next newsletter): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


